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SUBJECT: PRESS ON NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND OTHER 
INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS. 

1. MAIN STORY IN PRESS AUGUST 18 IS WORKING GROUPS OF 
SADAT'S NEW PARTY WILL START VISITING GOVERNORATES NEXT 
MONDAY TO EXPLAIN PARTY PROGRAM, HOLD DIALOGUE WITH 
CITIZENS AND AID IN PARTY EORMATION IN EACH GOVERNORATE. 
MEANWHILE, SADAT WILL ATTEND A POPULAR RALLY IN TELA, 
MENUFIYA, ON TUESDAY, AT WHICH HE WILL EXPLAIN PROGRAM 
AND OBJECTIVES OF PARTY AND RUN FOR ELECTION AS ONE OF 
PARTY REPRESENTATIVES EROM TELA. SADAT REPORTEDLY WILL 
GO TO HIS VILLAGE OF MIT ABU AL-KOM TODAY TO SPEND TEN 
DAYS. SADAT'S AUGUST 17 MEETING WITH ALEXANDRIA FISHER- 
MEN IS ANOTHER FRONT-PAGE STORY. OSMAN AHMED OSMAN AGAIN 
ACCOMPANIED THE PRESIDENT AND HIS PICTURE APPEARS ON FRONT 
PAGE OF GUMHURIYYA. 

2. BAR ASSOCIATION. AUGUST 18 PRESS CARRIES EGYPTIAN 

BAR ASSOCIATION ADVERTISEMENT FOR A MEETING AUGUST 23 IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HONOR OF SAAD ZAGHLOUL AND MUSTAFA NUHAS PASHA, TWO 
PROMINENT WAFD LEADERS. IT IS INTERESTING THAT ADVERTISE- 
MENT WAS ALLOWED TO RUN SINCE BAR ASSOCIATION CRITICIZED 
SADAT'S DELIBERALIZATION MOVES LAST MAY. MOREOVER, A 
SPEECH DELIVERED BY SARAGEDDIN AT SIMILAR OCCASION LAST 
YEAR LED TO THE TEMPORARY RESURRECTION OF THE WAFD PARTY. 
WE WILL BE WATCHING WITH INTEREST GOVERNMENT'S REACTIONS 
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TO AUGUST 23 MEETING. 

3. CHANGE IN STATUS OF SHEIKH MAHMUD. GUMHURIYYA 
REPORTS THAT THE SHEIKH OF AL AZHAR UNIVERSITY, DR. ABDEL 
HALIM MAHMUD, HAS NOW BEEN APPOINTED (PRESUMABLY DEMOTED) 

"ACTING" SHEIKH. PAPER IMPLIES REASON EOR CHANGE IS THAT 
RECENTLY PASSED WORKERS LAW MANDATES RETIREMENT EOR ALL 
WHO, LIKE SHEIKH MAHMUD, ARE OVER 60. STORY SAYS 
SHEIKH MAHMUD WILL CONTINUE AS "ACTING SHEIKH" UNTIL 
NEXT JULY 30. THIS CHANGE IN SHEIKH MAHMUD'S STATUS, 

COUPLED WITH RETIREMENT LAST WEEK OE THE GRAND MUFTI OF 
EGYPT, SHEIKH MOHAMED KHATER, MAY SIGNAL START OF MOVES 
BY SADAT TO REMOVE EXTREMELY CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS EROM 
THE ISLAMIC ESTABLISHMENT. PUTS 
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